In The Nation

Practicing Candor as Well
as Preaching It

By ARTHUR KROCK

WASHINGTON, May 1-—8am-
plings by this department of bipar-
tisap Congressional opinion on any
commitment of United Statea mili-
itary forces in Laos have disclosed
an almost unanimous belicf that thig
should not be undertaken. The
samplings hsve been random and
casual. but nearly all the replies
have run oue way,

This opinion was solidly expressed
to President Kennedy last week when
he roviewed the alternatives of Laog
policy with & group of the leaders
of Congress. But it was Senator
Fulbright, chairman of the Commit«
tee on Foreign Relations, who put
this viewpoial importantly on the
public record and supported the
‘now-emerging alternative of sub-
mitting the Laog crisig to the United
Nations. When the conditions of
combat logistics and terrain were
very bad, he said, and the people
and armed forces of a country
showed little interest in preserving
their Independence, or whether they
lost it lo a foreign dictatorship, no
‘military Intervention by the United
[States should even be contemplated.

iUnder Other Circumstances

(‘ On all these counts, said Scnator
Fulbright (John F. Kennedy made
the same in a Senate speech in

taking in Laos. But in South Viet-
nam, Thailand and Burma these
factors were in reverse. Therefore,
if theae governments, being expres-
sions of the popular will, requested
this United States aid as necessary
to preserve their independence, he
would favor it. But his rare and
refreshing candor on “Meet the
Press” yesterday did not stop there.

He volunteered an opinion on =
situation which Presidents, United
iStates diplomats and most legis-
lators have seldom ventured to dla
cuss critically, Noting that India is
-the most important nan-Communist
‘nation in Asia, Benator Fulbright
wondered aloud why Prime Minister
Nehru does not take the lead in
trying to preserve the Independence
of Laos. “Why must it be ug?" he
inquired, and roverted io this pertt-
nent question. 'This wey an impor-
tant entry i a& record where United

1084), he opposed any such under-'
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;|stem the spread of international
communizm there snd elsewhere.

| Btates timorousness ‘n dealing with
the caprices of the Prime Minister|

A Profils in Courage

'for eandor without regard tp politics

| printing press, and the regular. White

STATINTL

atands in striking contrast with the
‘gencrosity of United States aid to
India and with Nehru's proclivity to
criticlze this country's efforts to

S

Pyt Senator Fulbright gave an

even more impressive demonstration|

of his conviction that the times call

or persons. He {s a Democrat, one
of the President’s strongest sup-
porters, and his intimate counselor
and frierkd. Nevertheless, the Sena-
tor gave these strafghtforward an-
swers to other questions:

1. The President and his Admih-
istration have falled to inform the
American people In esgential detail
of the current erisis and what is
required of them to surmount it.
Though the President complained
that President Eisenhower and Vice
President Nixon spoke in geners)
terms wholly inadequate to the nced

and the purpose, and falled to “fol. .
low through,” he has Invited the
same charge. If the American peo-

ple are told “where we are and what

we have to do,” and only 1if they|.

hear this from the President, they
will be “eager and anxious. to re-
spond.”

2. The means are readily avallable
to the President—the special pro-
gram fecilities of television and the

House news conferences, for “educa-
tional talks” {n which the Pres!dent
is uniquely effective.

3. The Central Intelligence Agency!
blandered enormously in the anti-
Castro landings (n Cuba. And hepce-
forth the agency should be confined
to collecting intelligence and exclud-.
ed from any operation of policy,

Senator Fulbright did not say so
yesterday, but another error by the
President’s nides in planning for the

Cuban undertaking wag their failure!

to advise Fulbright, However, hear-
ing rumors of the Impending project,
he wrote g strong pratest to the
President and was theg invited to

‘make it in person.

e r————
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